WITH CALM WORDS,

students learn quickly.
Two students from another class were in a fist fight in the boys’ restroom. Upon entering, I saw punches being delivered from both young men. When they saw me, they both stopped immediately. I didn’t say a word. I just motioned for them to follow me.
I walked them back to their classroom teacher where we decided to deal with this problem in 15 minutes. Both teachers were very calm. We asked each young man to tell his story.
Then I proceeded to ask each student if they could have handled this problem in a different way. They both answered yes and made several recommendations on different ways to act.
Since the incident had to be written up, the principal intervened and both students were suspended for breaking a building rule.
Both young men now come to me with serious problems and ask for help rather than deciding on solutions immediately by themselves. We have built up an informal support system.
Submitted by a teacher from Akron, Ohio, while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course.
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