ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE CASE 2-B
ME FIRST!

A Better Compromise.
When I asked row two of my first grade class to line up for a morning restroom break on Monday, two six year-old boys walked quickly to the line, each hoping to stand behind Andy, the line leader. Each believed he deserved that "honored” position and was very willing to let the other know through verbal barbs.
l had observed the incident and was, of course, hoping the boys would be able to solve their problems. However, after approximately ten seconds, I realized that they were unable to do so and that the children near them were becoming agitated. I then calmly called over to the two rascals, and in a soft voice said, “Don’t you stand side by side as friends often do?” One of the two, with a smile spreading quickly over his face, looked at the other and said in an amusing voice, “Oh, yeah!” Both boys then stood side by side, right behind the line leader.
Submitted by a teacher from Akron, Ohio, while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course.
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