A BETTER FUTURE
Starts with today’s children.
The environment is a concern for many of us. As a Special Education teacher, I write Individualized Educational Plans, and within those under Science, Health, and Social Studies annual goals, I include short-term objectives for citizenship. My objective for students aims toward good citizenship through environmental awareness, ecological diversity, and conservation.
Daily we reuse and recycle materials from office memos to lunch trays. For example, students use the backs of papers for math computations, art projects, spelling lists, etc. Lights are turned off automatically as we leave the room. When water is found running in the bathrooms, children turn it off. We encourage one another to recycle at home and conserve energy during our “circle talks.”
Ranger Doug Palmer from Virginia Kendall Park is our dear friend, and we meet him each season to learn and discover more about biological diversity. As a community service, our class is in charge of Keep Akron Beautiful and Earth Day. Children feel empowered when they learn a skill and can put that skill to a functional purpose. Recycling, conserving, cleaning up are among the skills my students demonstrate daily at home and in school. Also, they love to go home to share these ideas at home.
Submitted by a teacher from Akron, Ohio, city schools while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE Course.
