NONVIOLENT COMMITMENT

takes guts when bullies strike.
The Montgomery bus boycott lasted about a year. On December 2, 1956, a Black woman celebrated 'boarding day' by riding the bus.

When she got off a young white man followed her. As the bus pulled away he went over and struck her as hard as he could in the mouth, knocking her down. He stood over her with his fists doubled.

A carload of white men pulled up, apparently looking for trouble. Blacks were in the area. All of the Black people followed their training. If an incident occurs, do not go to the aid of the person being attacked. If you do, this will only encourage white people to rush to the rescue of the attacker: then there will be a more serious situation.

In spite of her burning anger, the woman who had been struck followed her training, too: If you are struck, do not strike back. On the other hand, do not show cowardice or fear if you can help it. She rolled over, sat up a few seconds, got to her feet and dusted herself off, wiped the blood from her mouth, and walked off three or four steps looking away from the young man.

No one came to either side's aid. The attacker did not expect this result. Embarrassed, looking around quickly, he jumped into the waiting car and they all fled.
See Courage in Both Hands (Hunter), p. 53.
