EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUE
for understanding each other.
Role-playing has become a way of life in our class. First we practiced using contrived situations until the students became familiar with the procedure. Now when there is a problem within our room that requires more than a ”How would you feel?” most of the children can assume the parts of character in a given situation.

For instance, during what seems like a re-occurring name calling recess, I asked Morris and Ed to stop and pretend they were one another. Amazing as it seems, since both were name calling, when each took the another’s roles the situation took on a different air. Both agreed it was uncomfortable and sad. The battle was over for the rest of the recess.

It is still difficult for my students to take the role of the opposite sex without giggles, but we are working on it!
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