NATIVE AMERICANS ON A WARPATH

Why did they spare the Quaker home?
Quakers on the early North American frontier always left their latch strings unsecured (the early equivalent of an unlocked door). Anyone, including all Native Americans, was welcome to enter at any time of the day or night to find shelter and warmth. One time, however, Mary and James Tyler were warned that a war party of Indians, incited by the British to burn and kill all, were on their way to destroy their settlement.
It was a difficult decision, but the Tylers decided not to change their long-standing practice. That night, they again left their latch string ou. In the middle of the night they were awakened by a war whoop. They could see and hear seven Native Americans in full war paint pull open the door and enter the house.
The Native Americans conferred briefly, then turned and left quietly, going back into the night. In the morning, the Tylers went out and saw the burnt ruins of the other cabins nearby.
Later, as a U5. government representative to a conference with the Native Americans, James Tyler related his story. One of the Native Americans present said he had been part of that raiding party.
"We meant to burn and kill all,” he said. “We found the latch string out. We said, 'We no burn. No kill these people. They do us no harm. They trust Great Spirit!'”
See Safe Passage on City Streets (Samuel), pp. 69-70.
