MILESTONE TOWARD PEACE

Draft card protest.

In the spring of 1967, a special movement started among those who felt U.S. participation in the Vietnam War was wrong. A pledge campaign was launched to get 500 people, by April 15th, to agree to burn their draft cards. If the number was not reached, no one would be bound by the pledge. By the night of the 14th, only 120 had signed. At the final meeting, however, many felt that even 50 draft cards burned would constitute a significant political act. A show of hands was requested and 57 responded favorably.
The next day, a huge number gathered in the Sheep Meadow of Central Park. The Cornell contingent, numbering in the thousands, was led by a large “We Won’t Go” banner emblazoned in the school colors. “Burn draft cards, not people,” the crowd chanted.
Even an army reservist in “green beret” uniform stepped forward and burned his card-a tremendously courageous act, most thought. More followed. According to Marty Jezer’s account, 175 burned their cards that day; more than had signed the pledge.
“...The most important effect of the draft card burning,” Marty wrote, “was that it changed the lives of those who took part. (The Movement) . . . has given people the strength to devote their lives toward the creation of a community where love of one’s fellow replaces the profit motive as the highest value."
See We Won’t Go (Lynd), pp. 220-225.
