OVERCOMING SOCIETAL VIOLENCE

Students begin to see better alternatives. 
I introduced the activity by recalling previous discussions on how to handle a problem situation (conflict). I was delighted to find out that the students’ responses were not nearly as violent as the first assignment.

One of the students even wrote “forgive him” in response to the question of name calling. Many chose to ignore a situation, talk it out or explain their feelings/position on an issue (copying homework). I frequently hear the students say, “No put downs!” in response to name calling in the classroom. I am pleased to see that some of our discussions have made an impact.
I found that my students were very violent in relationship to being invaded by another planet. It appeared that they were less violent in handling day-to-day conflict, but extremely protective of national defense.

The greatest benefit of introducing nonviolent concepts into the classroom has been seeing the students stop and think about their actions before acting violently. They have begun to recognize violent actions as including put downs and name-calling. So many of my students are so used to violence, it has become “normal.” Some of them are beginning to realize that things don’t have to be that way.

Submitted by an Akron City teacher while taking the ALTERNATIVES T0 VIOLENCE

course.
