WHEN INVASION OCCURS
The case for nonviolent resistance.
Strikes by civil servants and closings of bazaars and shops by business people in Kabul and other Afghanistan cities are counter-actions to the presence of the USSR.
Afghanistan, after all, is separated from India by Kashmir which is under India’s control. And it was in India under Mohandas K. Gandhi that many strategies were used effectively in the 1920s against Britain.
The techniques of nonviolent resistance, while by no means historically restricted to the Indian subcontinent, fit well into the Afghanistan situation, although not entirely in textbook fashion.
There are strategies particularly suitable when an oppressor is militarily too strong to be dealt with by physical weapons. Depending upon how much military assistance is available to the Moslem insurgents and how effective they are in using it, the nonviolent resistance may be either a preliminary softening-up device or may develop into a regular policy as it did in India and in Denmark against the Nazis.
If reports that the government of President Babrak Karmal is falling are correct, the failure of his regime may be the first victory of the protesting strikers. And if resistance to the Soviets continues in civil protests, we may see a repetition of several other strategies used elsewhere.
In India, Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders less widely known in the United States led the rank and file opposition to the British colonial rulers.
Gandhi planned the campaigns. He first warned the people against hatred of the British or anyone else. Then he asked them to refuse to pay taxes, to defend themselves without violence if attacked, to go to jail gladly for their disobedience, to have nothing to do with lawlessness, such as cutting telegraph wires and destroying buildings, and to publish underground papers.
Skeptics about the efficacy of such strategies say the British rulers were not oppressors like the Soviets. They were more humane. But their humanity was challenged at many points, most dramatically at Dharsana during the famous instance of the salt flats march. Gandhi had already been imprisoned, but one of his sons and others led the advance. The unarmed satyagrahis, as the believers in non-violent resistance were called, marched on as their battering continued. Two were killed and 320 wounded by 435 Indian police commanded by British officers. Armed with long clubs tipped with steel, the police swung them on the line of marchers, kicking the men and women once they were down.
After hours of that brutality, not enough of the Indian police could carry on in the face of the satyagrahis’ courage and the assault ended.
But such “decent” oppressors were not even in Denmark in 1940, when Germany occupied that country. The ruthless Nazi military machine was not resisted with force; there was neither time nor ability to do so.
King Christian refused to comply with Nazi demands. The people defied the invaders by helping Jews to escape or sheltering them in their homes. For two and a half years, Danes refused to work in either Germany or Norway (which also was overrun).
In Denmark, they worked badly for the Germans, took part in slowdowns, refused to go into theaters if German military entered, would not trade or do business with them, and secretly printed illegal newspapers, some of which now are major dailies in Copenhagen. Although under house arrest, King Christian each day rode, erect on his horse, through Copenhagen to encourage his people.
The campaign was effective until the Danes were persuaded by the Allies to resort to violence.
Whether the Moslem insurgents plan to attack the Soviet presence with both violent and nonviolent tactics simultaneously is not yet clear. The strength of their military defense has surprised the Russians. Non-cooperation has slowed the occupation and could make matters still more difficult for the USSR.
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