ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE CASE 11-F
A CONFLICT SITUATION
Conflict not getting to sit with a friend in the lunchroom...

THE CONFLICT SITUATION:
I developed the following plan for my third graders:
(happens sometimes to most students)
Drama: 
Narrator: It is time to put our books away and clean up for lunch. Putting books away and washing hands. Talking about what it means to be good friends. Have students line up as if they were getting ready to go to the lunch room. Have everyone listen as different students talk about lunchroom rules.
Discussion: 
Divide the class into 5 small groups and plan some ways they can solve the problem of getting to sit with their friend. Brainstorm ideas they could use in order to get to sit with their best friend.
Drama: 
Re-enter the “drama in the lunchroom” (Now I am in the role as the lunch room monitor.) Enact events that occur in the lunchroom. Stop the drama as conflict escalates.
Discussion: 
This is the time to put in force some of their brainstormed ideas of getting to sit by their friend. If necessary, call on the principal to give his input. Review lunchroom rules. Choose a class leader. This person may take the place of the teacher. Discuss what works and what doesn’t work in getting everyone seated in the lunchroom.
Drama: 
Try the different solutions to getting to the lunchroom with a friend for a week. Have class vote on the best way.
Submitted by a teacher from Akron, Ohio, city schools while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course.
