STOLEN EAR MUFFS
Lead to more than their return.
Terra lost her earmuffs yesterday. Since Terra is in first grade, you often need to prompt a child to get through the tears to find out why they’re upset. I asked my inquiring questions and found that Terra was missing her new earmuffs. Terra had remained in the room to wash the boards while I dismissed the class and one of her fellow students had picked them up. I knew that Terra was upset because they were new, but I wanted her to realize that she did have a course of action she could take.

We went to the phone and called Chris (the new owner of the earmuffs) and told him to bring them tomorrow.

In the morning Terra arrived at school early and we came up with a list of words that described how she was feeling. When Chris arrived, Terra went over the list of feeling words.

Chris wasn't permitted to just say sorry. We asked him to tell us using three feeling words what it was like to receive Terra’s phone call and to know that I then got on the phone and spoke to his mom. I labeled this CONSEQUENCE. (We wrote this all on chart paper).

I asked Chris to tell us what he would do the next time he desired something that wasn't his. I think he better understood the word consequence; they both learned how to dialogue feelings and to come to a resolution.

(This case was suggested by the worksheet: Responding to Aggressive Behavior.)

Submitted by an Akron City teacher while taking the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE course“
