SOFT ANSWER WORK
Without guns, Maori Chief uses his wits.
The native Maori indians of New Zealand were in the stone age when the English colonists first landed. They were cannibals. They did not have modern weapons, so it was easy for the English to take over more and more of the Maori land by force.
One chief, however, had considerable wisdom. When he learned that English armed forces were about to attack his village, he called the tribe together and pointed out that the English were invading with guns. The Maoris could try to defend themselves with their spears and stones, but he had another idea.
He asked the men and boys to gather in the village center without weapons, the women to make cakes and other food, and the children to dress in their brightest garments and to gather flowers and make wreaths. The latter he sent to meet the invaders with songs, dances and games!
The invading soldiers, of course, were dumb-founded, and all they could do was follow the celebrating procession back to the village. There the chief stepped forward and greeted his would-be attackers with great dignity and friendliness. All the English soldiers could do was accept the hospitality and refreshments. Then they withdrew, leaving the Maoris in full possession of their land. This was said to be the last British expedition against the Maoris.
See Courage in Both Hands (Hunter), pp. 122-123; and Nonviolent Struggle Around the World (War Resisters league 1978 calendar).
