MERCY VOYAGES OF THE PHOENIX
Versus U.S. duplicity.
In 1967, the 50-foot sailboat Phoenix sailed to Haiphong, in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, sponsored by a Quaker Action Group of Philadelphia. She carried ten thousand dollars worth of medical supplies, consigned to the Red Cross, to be used for the relief of civilian casualties of U.S. bombing there. The United States government was placed in an embarrassing position. It had two choices, neither of which fit its chosen policy: the boat could be allowed to go ahead, which would strengthen the anti-war movement, or it could be stopped, which would show clearly to the watching world the inhumaneness of its Vietnam policy. The decision was finally made at the White House. The Phoenix was allowed to proceed to Vietnam, where it received a warm welcome.
On a second trip, Phoenix attempted a similar mission to what was then South Vietnam. This time the South Vietnamese government, with U.S. help, repelled repeated attempts at delivering the medical supplies. The Phoenix finally sailed to Cambodia instead.
See Nonviolent Struggle Around the World (War Resisters League 1978 calendar), and ”Voyage of the Phoenix” (film by Qanadéan Broadcasting CO.).
